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Mr,  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  the  Annual  Report  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  on  the  health  of  the  Urban  District 
and  the  work  in  the  Health  Department  for  the  year  1963. 

The  body  of  the  report  contains  details  of  the  health 
statistics  but  there  are  , however,  certain  features  on  which 
I would  like  to  comment. 

Compared  with  the  year  1962,  the  principal  vital 
statistics  show  no  significant  change.  The  population  of  the 
Urban  District  rose  slightly  by  20  to  26,800. 

The  birth  and  death  rates  showed  little  change,  both 
being  below  the  national  rate.  The  number  of  illegitimate 
births,  however,  rose  considerably  to  24  from  15  in  both 
1962  and  in  1961;  the  number  of  these  births  has  been 
steadily  rising  during  the  last  few  years. 

A welcome  decrease  took  place  in  the  infant  mortality 
rate  from  33.4-  per  1,000  live  births  in  1962  to  13.7  this 
year.  This  rate  ?;as  well  below  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales , 
i.e.,  20.9.  Looking  at  the  causes  of  death  of  infants  under 
one  year  of  age  it  was  worthy  of  note  that  no  death  due  to  a 
congenital  abnormality  occurred  for  the  first  time  for  many 
years.  However,  infant  deaths  from  infective  causes  rose  to 
four,  all  being  due  to  bronchiolitis  or  broncho -pneumonia,  an 
unusual  occurrence  in  these  days  of  antibiotics. 

With  regard  to  the  individual  causes  of  death  there  were 
several  significant  features.  Heart  and  circulatory  diseases 
continued  to  be  the  most  important  causes  of  death,  but 
deaths  of  residents  from  coronary  disease  or  angina  decreased 
by  21  on  the  figures  for  1962,  but  those  from  other  heart 
diseases  increased  by  19. 

There  was  a slight  decrease  of  ten  in  deaths  of  residents 
from  vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system. 

There  was  a very  slight  increase  in  the  total  number  of 
deaths  of  residents  from  cancer  to  57  from  53  in  1962.  Deaths 
from  cancer  classified  as  of  'other  sites'  and  those  from  cancer 
of  the  uterus  increased  but  deaths  from  cancer  of  the  lungs  and 
bronchi  decreased  by  three. 
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Deaths  of  residents  from  all  types  of  respiratory  diseases 
showed  a sharp  rise  to  41  from  24  the  previous  year.  The 
weather  during  the  winter  was  exceptionally  severe  and 
notifications  of  primary  and  virus  pneumonia  also  showed  an 
increase . 

It  is  satisfactory  to  report  that  fatal  accidents  of  all 
kinds  slightly  decreased  this  year.  Those  from  motor  vehicle 
accidents  dropped  from  four  to  two  and  those  from  home  and 
industrial  accidents  (excluding  those  in  the  hospital)  to  six 
from  7 in  1962. 

Deaths  from  suicide,  however,  showed  a very  considerable 
rise  to  seven  from  one  in  each  of  the  previous  two  years;  three 
were  in  the  30-40  years  age  group,  three  in  the  50-60  years, 
and  one  was  aged  86  years. 

For  the  second  year  in  succession  there  was  a decline  in 
the  number  of  notifications  cf  tuberculosis  to  six  from  nine  in 
1962. 


Notificationsbf  infectious  diseases  showed  a sharp  rise  to 
a total  of  562  compared  with  65  in  1962.  This  was  entirely 
due  to  the  expected  bi-ennial  outbreak  of  measles.  Notifications 
of  dysentery  dropped  to  four  from  30  the  previous  year  but  as 
mentioned  before,  notifications  of  Virus  and  Primary  Pneumonia 
increased. 

With  regsrd  to  the  other  activities  of  the  Health  Department 
visits  to  food  premises  had  to  be  curtailed  on  account  of 
shortage  of  staff  for  a part  of  the  year.  No  definite  progress 
was  made  towards  the  establishment  of  a ’Smoke  Control  Area' . 

It  is  hoped  some  progress  will  be  made  in  the  near  future. 

The  work  of  the  Old  People’s  elf are  Committee  continued 
steadily  during  the  year  and  expansion  took  place  in  the  Meals 
on  Wheels  Service.  The  formation  of  a Co-ordinating  Committee 
for  the  development  of  Local  Authority  , Health  and  Welfare 
Services  and  co-operation  with  Voluntarjr  Organisations  should 
do  much  to  integrate  work  on  the  Social  Services.  The 
Committee,  though  newly  formed  has  set  to  v/ork  with  enthusiasm 
and  vigour. 

The  various  duties  of  the  Health  Department  continued  to 
be  carried  out  smoothly  during  the  year. 
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In  conclusion,  I wish  to  express  my  most  sincere 
appreciation  of  the  unfailing  assistance  and  co-operation 
I have  always  received  from  all  Members  of  the  Council, 
other  officials  and  my  Staff  in  the  Health  Department* 

I am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

M.  HOPPER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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1.  VITAL  STATISTICS. 


POPULATION. 

The  Urban  District  is  situated  to  the  north  of  the  City  and 
County  of  Newcastle  upon  Tyne  and  is  bisected  by  the  main  A I 
road.  It  is  almost  entirely  residential  in  character,  covers  a 
small  compact  area  and  is  a dormitory  of  Tyneside  where  the 
majority  of  the  residents  work.  Industries  are  few  but  there 
are  a small  number  of  business  premises,  shops  and  offices. 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimated  mid  year  population  in 
1963  was  26,800,  an  increase  of  20  on  that  of  last  year.  During 

the  last  six  years  there  has  been  a small  increase  in  population 
amounting  to  2 ,000 . 

BIRTHS. 

A total  of  435  births  (236  male  and  199  female)  were 
registered  in  the  course  of  the  year  The  figures  for  the 
previous  year  were  a total  of  449  births  (219  male  and  230  female) 
There  was  a small  increase  in  male  births  and  a considerable 
decrease  in  female  births. 

During  the  last  few  years  the  number  of  illegitimate  births 
has  been  rising,  but  this  year  there  was  a large  increase  to  a 
total  of  24  from  15  in  1962  and  1961. 

The  birth  rate  (corrected  for  age  and  sex  distribution)  was 
15.7  for  the  Urban  District  while  that  for  England  and  Wales  was 
18.2  per  thousand  population.  In  the  previous  year  the  rates 
were  17. 7 for  the  Urban  District  and  18.0  for  the  country, 

Nine  still  births  occurred  this  year,  the  same  number  as 
in  1962  and  in  1961.  The  still  birth  rate  for  the  Urban  District 
was  20.2  per  thousand  live  and  still  births  and  for  the  country  it 
was  17.3.  In  1962  the  rates  were  19.6  for  the  district  and  18.1 
for  the  country. 

DEATHS. 

This  year  a total  of  377  deaths  (204  male  and  173  female)  was 
registered.  The  total  for  the  previous  year  was  391  (195  male 
and  196  female).  The  deaths  in  the  St.  Nicholas  Hospital  amounted 
to  84  compared  with  90  the  previous,  so  that  the  number  of  deaths 
of  residents  was  293  as  against  301  in  1962. 

The  corrected  death  rate  was  10.6  for  the  Urban  District  and 
for  the  country  12.2  per  thousand  population.  The  rate  in  1962 
was  11.9  for  the  Urban  District,  the  same  figure  as  for  the  country 
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NATURAL  INCREASE  IN  POPULATION. 

This  was  similar  to  that  of 
compared  with  148,  deaths  in  the 
higher  level  of  excess  of  births 
last  few  years  has  continued. 

INFANT  MORTALITY . 


the  preceding  year,  being  142 
chronic  hospital  excluded.  The 
over  deaths  noticed  during  the 


The  total  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age 
decreased  very  considerably  from  15  in  1962  to  six  this  year. 

There  had  been  a sudden  increase  of  infant  deaths  last  year  and  the 
number  of  deaths  this  year  is  a more  usual  figure  for  the  district. 

One  infant  death  was  due  to  prematurity,  another  due  to 
accidental  carbon  monoxide  poisoning  and  four  to  infective  causes, 
i.e.,  two  to  bronchiolitis  and  two  to  bronchitis  and  pneumonia. 

This  year  deaths  from  prematurity  dropped  from  seven  in  1962 
to  one,  but  deaths  from  infective  causes  rose  to  four.  It  is 
noteworthy  that  there  had  been  no  infant  death  from  infective 
causes  for  some  years  until  these  last  two  years.  An  unusual 
feature  was  that  there  were  no  infant  deaths  from  congenital 
abnormalities.  There  were  four  in  1962  and  three  in  1961. 

The  need  for  unremitting  care  in  the  ante  natal  and  peri 
natal  fields  has  long  been  recognised  and  indeed  seems  to  be 
producing  results  with  the  occasional  recession. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  for  the  district  was  13.7  per 
thousand  live  births  as  against  20.9  for  England  and  Wales.  In 
1962  the  comparative  rates  were  33 »4  for  the  district  and  20.7 
for  the  country, 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  report  that  for  the  third  year  in 
succession  no  death  attributable  to  pregnancy  or  child  birth  was 
registered. 

The  maternal  mortality  rate  for  the  country  was  0.28  per 
thousand  live  and  still  births. 

INDIVIDUAL  CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

The  largest  classification  was  of  course  from  heart  and 
circulatory  diseases  which  totalled  146  with  33  in  the  hospital 
113  deaths  of  residents  in  this  classification  compared  with 
103  last  year. 
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Deaths  of  residents  from  coronary  and  angina  decreased  by 
21  but  those  from  other  heart  diseases  increased  by  19. 

There  was  a small  increase  in  obaths  from  hypertension. 

Deaths  from  vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system  reached 
a total  of  57,  45  being  residents  compared  with  55  last  year. 

Deaths  from  malignant  neoplasm  were  67  including  10  in  the 
hospital  compared  with  6l  in  1962  including  eight  in  the 
ho spital. 

There  was  an  increase  in  deaths  from  malignant  neoplasm 
of  ’other  sites’  chiefly  abdominal  and  in  those  of  cancer  of 
the  uterus,  but  a decrease  in  the  number  of  deaths  of  residents 
from  cancer  of  the  lungs  and  bronchi. 

There  were  12  male  deaths  and  one  female  in  the  latter 
classification.  Ten  of  these  deaths  occurred  in  the  50-66  years 
age  group,  two  were  in  a younger  age  group,  one  being  only  36 
years  of  age  and  there  was  one  death  at  79  years.  Several 
of  these  persons  were  known  to  be  moderate  to  heavy  smokers. 

No  death  from  leukaemia  was  registered  this  year. 

Deaths  from  respiratory  diseases  generally,  totalled  60 , 

19  being  in  the  hospital.  In  the  previous  year  the  comparable 
figures  were  with  12  in  the  chronic  hospital.  The  number  of 
deaths  of  residents  in  this  group  increased  very  considerably 
from  24  to  41,  the  increase  being  in  deaths  from  all  types  of 
respiratory  diseases. 

There  was  one  death  from  influenza  as  in  1962. 

Deaths  from  motor  vehicle  accidents  showed  a welcome  decrease 
to  two  from  four  the  previous  year.  Both  deaths  were  of  elderly 
persons  aged  75  and  81  respectively  being  knocked  down  by  motor 
vehicles. 

Deaths  from  other  accidents  also  decreased  from  13  in  1962 
to  11  this  year.  Five  occurred  in  the  hospital,  three  due  to 
accidental  falls  and  two  to  asphyxia,  of  patients  suffering  from 
mental  illness. 

Of  the  six  home  accidents,  one  was  of  a child  of  18  months 
due  to  a fall  downstairs , another  to  an  accidental  overdose  of 
barbiturates,  two  to  carbon  monoxide  poisoning,  one  being  a baby 
of  six  weeks,  and  the  other  a female  of  69  years.  Two  further 
fatal  accidents  were  due  to  disease  following  injuries. 
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Deaths  from  suicide  unfortunately  rose  to  a total  of  sven, 
one  being  a hospital  death,  compared  with  one  death  from  this 
cause  in  each  of  the  previous  two  years. 

II.  TUBERCULOSIS. 

One  death  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  occurred  in  the  year, 
a patient  at  the  St.  Nicholas  Hospital.  No  death  from  any  form 
of  Tuberculosis  was  registered  the  previous  year.  There  had  been 
two  in  1961  and  in  i960. 

The  death  rate  for  the  country  was  O.O63  per  thousand 
population. 

For  the  second  successive  year  there  was  a decided  fall  in 
the  number  of  notifications  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  to  six 
(3  male  and  3 female)  from  nine  in  19&2.  The  decrease  was  in  the 
number  of  female  notificati  ons  which  dropped  by  three , mainly  in 
the  35~b-5  years  age  group  and  in  the  younger  age  group  of  20-25  years. 

There  were  five  notifications  of  non-respiratory  tuberculosis 
(2  male  and  3 female)  compared  with  two  in  1962.  The  increase 
was  in  the  25-35  age  group. 

The  steady  decrease  in  the  number  of  notifications  of  the 
disease  is  encouraging  and  conforms  with  the  general  trend 
throughout  the  country. 

Only  two  cases  were  inwardly  transferred  to  the  district 
compared  with  11  cases  (10  pulmonary  and  one  non-pulmonary)  last 
year.  The  number  of  these  transferred  cases  in  the  last  few 
years  now  stands  at  111+ . 

Patients  resident  in  Gosforth  attend  the  Chest  Clinic,  New 
Bridge  Street,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne,  and  are  under  the  care  of 
the  Senior  Chest  Physician.  Admission  to  a sanatorium  or  the 
Walkergate  Hospital,  when  necessary,  is  immediate.  The  family 
contacts  of  the  cases  are  kept  under s urve ill ance  and  review  at 
the  Chest  Clinic  and  home  visiting  is  done  by  the  health  visitors 
as  required. 

When  a case  is  discovered  at  a factory  or  business  premises 
arrangements  are  made  either  for  the  mobile  unit  of  the  Mass 
Radiography  Service  to  undertake  a survey  at  the  premises,  or 
when  small  numbers  are  involved,  for  the  contacts  to  visit  the 
static  unit  at  the  General  Hospital. 

The  school  doctors  pay  special  attention  to  children  'at 
risk'  and  B.C„G.  vaccination  is  given  to  these  children  and  certain 
older  age  groups  at  school  with  the  parents  consent. 
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The  Council  has  always  paid  particular  attention  to  the 
housing  needs  of  tuberculous  patients  and  this  year  two  families 
were  re -housed  on  these  grounds. 

The  mobile  unit  of  the  Mass  Radiography  Service  of  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board  visited  the  district  and  was  stationed  off  the  High 
Street  on  Thursday,  31st  October  and  Friday,  1st  November,  when  262 
persons  attended.  A visit  was  paid  to  South  Gosforth  on  November 
12th  when  258  persons  attended  and  at  Coxlodge  on  November  14th 
when  99  persons  attended. 

In  addition,  in  December  a visit  was  paid  to  an  establishment 
of  offices  in  the  district  and  432  persons  were  X-rayed. 

III.  GENERAL  EPIDEMOLOGY. 

The  total  number  of  infectious  diseases  notified  during  the 
year  was  5&2  compared  with  65  in  1962,  and  532  in  1961.  The 
majority  of  the  cases  were  of  Measles,  only  56  notifications  of 
other  diseases  being  received. 

Measles . 506  cases  of  measles  were  notified  in  the  course  of 

the  year.  Measles  was  prevalent  during  the  first  quarter,  February 
being  the  month  of  highest  incidence  when  201  cases  were  notified. 
Occasional  cases  continued  to  occur  right  to  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  cases  of  measles  were  chiefly  in  the  5-10  years  age  group. 

The  pattern  of  bi-ennial  increase  as  the  younger  children  become 
’at  risk'  was  again  faithfully  followed  as  was  the  case  in  1961 
and  1959 • 

Whooping  Cough.  Notifications  of  whooping  cough  were  17  as 
compared  with  seven  in  1962  and  19  in  1961.  The  cases  which  were  of 
a very  mild  type  occurred  in  the  spring  and  autumn,  mainly  in 
children  who  had  been  incompletely  vaccinated.  Constant  effort 
is  made  to  ensure  completion  of  primary  courses  and  to  keep  up 
the  level  of  immunity  by  booster  doses  at  appropriate  intervals. 

The  new  schedule  with  a booster  dose  at  eighteen  months  to  two 
years  should  do  much  to  prevent  infection  in  the  early  years. 

The  graph  showing  the  number  of  new  cases  of  whooping  cough 
in  the  last  ten  years  concomitant  -with  the  number  of  vaccinations 
each  year  has  been  c ontinued. 

Scarlet  Fever.  As  in  the  previous  year  there  was  only  one 
notification  of  this  disease  as  against  10  in  1961  and  seven  in 
i960.  Cases  of  the  disease  have  been  uniformly  of  a mild  type 
in  recent  years  and  its  occurrence  is  rapidly  dying  out. 

Dysentery.  Four  cases  of  dysentery  were  notified  compared 
with  30  in  1962  and  18  in  1961.  Three  of  the  four  cases  occurred 
in  July  in  one  family;  the  other  case  was  of  particular  interest 
as  it  occurred  in  a male  of  thirty-one  years  v/ho  had  contracted 
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G-raph  showing  incidence  of  Whooping  Cough 
in  the  Urban  District  and  the  number  of 
children  who  received  protection  against  the 
disease  over  a ten  year  period. 
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the  disease  in  Zermatt.  This  was  coincident  with  the  Typhoid 
outbreak  there  and  accordingly  searching  investigations  were 
made.  All  specimens,  including  blood,  urine  and  stools  were 
negative  for  any  pathogens  except  those  of  Sonne  Dysentery. 
Specimens  from  immediate  contacts  showed  no  pathogenic  organisms. 
The  case  cleared  up  on  appropriate  treatment. 

In  addition  several  cases  were  investigated  on  information 
received  from  the  family  doctors.  Results  of  stool  specimens 
were  negative. 

Contacts  of  Typhoid  Fever.  Information  was  received 
from  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  Edinburgh  that  a contact 
of  paratyphoid  fever,  a female  student,  was  coming  to  reside 
in  this  district.  All  specimens  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 

In  June  a oontact  of  the  South  Shields  outbreak  of  clinical 
Typhoid  Fever  was  found  to  be  living  in  the  district  and 
immediate  investigation  was  made.  Stool  specimens  of  the  contact 
and  his  family  showed  no  pathogens  isolated  and  surveillance 
was  continued  for  the  full  incubation  period.  Later  information 
established  that  the  original  case  was  one  of  pneumonia  and  not 
of  typhoid  fever. 

Food  Poisoning.  A case  of  suspected  Food  Poisoning 
occurred  in  October  the  patient  becoming  ill  during  the  night 
after  eating  in  a cafe  situated  in  another  distri«t.  The 
symptoms  appeared  to  be  those  of  staphylococcal  food  poisoning 
but  laboratory  results  were  negative.  The  neighbouring 
authority  was  informed  of  the  natter. 

Investigation  was  made  in  November  of  a student  resident 
in  this  district  who  was  attending  a technical  college  in  a nearby 
district.  A number  of  students  wero  absent  owing  to  illness 
following  a mid-day  meal  at  the  college.  Negative  results  were 
obtained  in  the  case  of  the  student  from  G-osforth. 

On  December  31st  information  was  received  from  a neighbouring 
authority  that  several  cases  of  suspected  food  poisoning  had 
occurred  in  a cafe  in  their  district.  One  of  those  suffering 
from  illness  was  a resident  of  this  district.  The  illness  was 
fairly  severe  at  the  outset  but  the  patient  made  a speedy  recovery 
after  treatment  by  the  family  doctor.  The  patient  and  family 
contacts  were  kept  under  surveillance;  two  of  the  children  were 
working  in  food  shops.  Nasal  svi^ds  from  one  of  the  children 
showed  the  presence  of  haemolytic  staphylococci  and  the  girl  was 
kept  from  handling  food  and  given  treatment  until  negative 
results  ?;ere  obtained. 
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Primary  and  Virus  Pneumonia  and  Influenza.  Notifications 
of  primary  pneumonia  again  increased  to  29  cases  from  17  in  1962. 

The  cases  occurred  in  the  winter  months  chiefly  in  March  and 
April  mainly  in  persons  in  the  later  fifties  and  in  children  up 
to  four  years. 

As  for  many  years  past  the  general  practiti  oners  of  the 
district  kept  watoh  for  any  increase  in  the  prevalence  of 
influenza  as  distinct  from  the  common  cold  and  its  complications. 

Salmonellosis.  A case  of  salmonellosis  which  occurred  in 
September  was  found  to  be  due  to  Salmonella  Tennessee.  The 
patient  was  a middle  aged  woman  who  developed  clinical  symptoms 
following  a major  orthopaedic  operation.  She  was  admitted  to 
the  Walkergate  Hospital  and  given  the  appropriate  treatment. 

Though  clinically  well,  on  return  home  she  was  still  a carrier  of 
the  organism  in  the  stools  and  remained  so  for  a considerable  time, 
being  kept  under  surveillance  until  cleared. 

Meningococcal  Infection.  Two  cases  of  meningococcal  infection 
occurred  in  the  Summer;  the  patients  were  a girl  of  fourteen  years 
and  a woman  of  25  years  and  both  wer  admitted  to  the  Walkergate 
Ho spital. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis.  No  case  of  poliomyelitis  was  notified 
this  year.  There  were  two  notifications  last  year. 

IV.  HOUSING- o 

Six  houses  were  completed  in  1963,  a total  of  669  having 
been  erected  by  the  Council  since  1944. 

In  addition  to  these,  in  the  course  of  the  year,  57  new 
houses  were  privately  built. 

Mr.  Wyld,  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  has  kindly  supplied 
these  figures. 

The  number  of  applications  for  Council  houses  was  745 
compared  with  889  in  1962  and  865  in  1961.  The  Housing  Officer 
has  kindly  furnished  these  figures. 

V.  NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 
NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ( AMENDMENT)  ACT  T _1951 . 

Section  47,  Removal  to  suitable  premises  of  persons  suffering  from 
grave  chronic  disease  or  being  elderly  and  infirm  and  living  in 
Insanitary  conditions  and  are  in  need  of  care  and  attention. 

During  the  year  a number  of  ca.se s were  investigated  and  where 
necessa.ry  the  services  of  a home  help  were  provided  or  meals  on 
wheels.  It  was  not  necessary  for  the  Council  to  take  any  formal  action 
under  this  section. 
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Section  50 • Burial  or  Cremation  of  the  Dead. 

One  person  died  during  the  year  who  had  no  known  relatives 
and  burial  was  effected  by  the  Council.  Visits  were  also  made 
in  connection  with  another  case  but  the  application  was  later 
withdrawn. 


Forty-five  samples  of  tuberculin  tested  farm  bottled  milk 
were  collected  and  submitted  to  the  Methylene  B'lue  Keeping  Quality 
test.  Forty-four  samples  representing  97.9^  of  the  number 
submitted  for  examination  satisfied  the  test.  In  19^2  the 
corresponding  figure  was  94.3/°  and  in  1961  it  was  94.0 %. 


Twenty- two  samples  of  ice  cream  were  submitted  for 
examination  by  the  Methylene  Blue  test  with  the  following  results 


15  were  placed  in  G-rade  1 
1 in  G-rade  2 
1 in  G-rade  3 and 
5 in  G-rade  4 


Details  of  the  constant  efforts  made  to  improve  samples 
in  G-rade s 2,  3 and  4 will  be  found  in  the  report  of  the  Public 
Health  Inspector. 

Visits  to  food  premises  in  the  district  which  number  172 
v/ere  smaller  than  last  year  owing  to  shortage  of  staff.  During 
the  year  bJoO  visits  were  paid  compared  with  800  visits  in  1962. 
Formal  action  was  taken  in  one  case  of  a trader  failing  to 
provide  a constant  supply  of  hot  water;  a conviction  was  recorded. 

Five  complaints  alleging  the  presence  of  extraneous  matter 
in  food  we re  received  in  the  course  of  the  year.  No  action  was 
taken  with  regard  to  three  of  the  complaints  and  warning  letters 
were  issued  in  connection  with  the  other  two. 

VII.  ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION. 

No  progress  was  made  v/ith  regard  to  the  establishment  of 
a smoke  control  area  though  the  Council  discussed  the  matter  at 
various  times.  It  v/as  felt  that  there  might  be  difficulty  in 
obtaining  smokeless  fuel  in  sufficient  quantities  and  the  Council 
v/e  re  doubtful  if  the  burning  of  hard  coke  would  be  generally 
acceptable . 

VIII.  NOISE  ABATEMENT. 


No  new  complaint  was  received  under  this  Act. 
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IX.  SEW.1RAGE  AND  SEVfAGB  DISPOSAL, 

No  change  occurred  in  the  sev/erage  and  sewage  disposal 
systems  this  year.  As  mentioned  in  last  year's  report,  out  of 
a total  of  9,000  premises  less  than  a dozen  premises  do  not 
discharge  into  a public  sewer.  In  these  isolated  instances 
disposal  is  by  small  installations  consisting  of  a septic  tank 
and  filter  bed,  the  purified  effluent  being  discharged  into  water 
courses.  In  future  developments  these  small  installations  will, 
of  course,  gradually  be  superseded. 

X.  HEALTH  EDUCATION. 

Talks  on  health  education  and  film  shows  are  regularly 
given  at  the  Clinic  and  also  to  various  groups  and  women’ s 
organisations  in  the  district.  Film  shows  on  'Smoking  and 
Health'  were  given  to  older  children  at  the  schools  by  one  of 
the  school  doctors.  Leaflets  on  health  subjects  were 
distributed.  Posters  were  displayed  at  the  library  and  book 
marks  on  food  hygiene  given  out.  Posters  were  also  displayed 
at  salient  points  in  the  district. 

XI.  MORTUARY. 

This  year  19  bodies,  seven  of  Gosforth  residents  and  12 
from  outside  districts,  were  placed  in  the  mortuary,  a.nd  15 
post  mortems  carried  out.  In  1962,  30  bodies  were  placed  in 
the  mortuary  and  20  post  mortems  carried  out. 

The  mortuary  which  is  situated  near  the  main  A I road 
serves  a very  useful  purpose  both  to  this  and  neighbouring 
districts. 


XII.  WELFARE  OF  OLD  PEOPLB. 

The  work  of  the  Old  Peoples  Welfare  Committee  continued 
steadily  during  the  year.  With  the  increase  in  friendly 
visitors  which  occurred  the  previous  year,  the  scope  of  this 
part  of  the  work  was  maintained. 

The  Committee  continued  to  have  the  use  of  a room  at  the 
Clinic  once  a week  for  interviewing  old  people  in  need  of  help 
and  advice  and  for  meetings. 

The  chiropody  service  is  now  operated  by  the  County  Council. 

The  more  social  side  of  the  work  such  as  car  outings  in  the 
siammer  and  a special  summer  outing  was  adequately  maintained. 
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The  Committee  are  interested  in  the  work  of  the  Abbeyfield 
Society  who  contemplate  the  adaption  of  two  houses  for  the 
residence  of  ten  elderly  persons  under  the  care  of  a warden. 

Mrs.  Dunford  Smith,  Honorary  Secretary  of  the  Old  Peoples 
Welfare  Committee  has  kindly  supplied  this  information. 

The  Womens  Voluntary  Service c continued  their  valuable 
Meals  on  Wheels  service  and  indeed  increased  the  supply  of  meals 
by  an  additional  twenty-four.  Previously  72  meals  a week  had 
been  supplied. 

Four  Over  60  Clubs  which  are  affiliated  to  the  Old  Peoples 
Welfare  Committee  continued  their  recreational  activities. 

As  in  former  years  the  close  co-operation  between  the 
Local  Authority  Services,  particularly  the  health  visitors  and 
the  Home  Help  Service , and  the  various  Soluntary  organisations 
of  the  district  was  still  maintained. 

XIII.  WATER  SUPPLY  AND  SANITARY 
CIRCUMSTANCES'  OF  THS  DISTRICT. 

Detailed  information  is  contained  in  the  report  of  the 
Senior  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  DISTRICT. 

A.  REGIONAL  HOSPITAL  BOARD, 

1.  Hospitals . The  St.  Nicholas  Hospital  is  a large  hospital 
situate  in  the  Urban  District  for  the  treatment  of  mental  disorders. 
Patients  are  admitted  from  Newcastle,  Gateshead  and  this  district. 
There  is  also  the  Sanderson  Orthopaedic  Hospital  for  treatment  of 
children.  Cases  of  infectious  diseases  are  admitted  to  the 
Walkergate  Hospital,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne. 

2.  Hospitals  Tuberculosis  Service.  Patients  from  this 
district  attend  the  New  Bridge  Street  Clinic,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne 
under  the  care  of  Dr.  Verity,  Senior  Chest  Physician.  Treatment 
is  provided  at  the  Walkergate  Hospital  or  at  one  of  the  various 
sanatoria  of  the  region,  and  in  the  case  of  children  at  the 
Children's  Hospital,  Stannington. 

B.  LOCAL  AUTHORITY  SERVICES.  Services  (3)  (4)  (5)  (6)  and  (7) 
and  the  care  of  the  buildings  in  Section  (2) are  administered  by 
the  South  Area  Health  Sub-Committee  of  the  Northumberland  County 
Council . 

1.  Home  Nursing  and  Midwifery.  The  Urban  District  is 
served  by  three  district  midwifes  and  three  general  nurses.  In 
addition  Mr.  Ward  carries  out  male  nursing  for  the  County.  The 
names  and  addresses  and  telephone  numbers  are  as  follows 


District  Midwife 

Mrs.  D.  Hopper 

2+0  Linthorpe  Road 
Gosforth 

Gosforth 

53448 

District  Midwife 

Mrs.  G.  Simpson 

8 , Church  Ave , 
Gosforth 

Gosforth 

54123 

District  Midwife 

Mrs.  D.  Jones 

51  Cresswell  Drive 
Gosforth 

Go sforth 
53553 

General  Nurse 

Mrs.  A.E.Ashforth 

2+1,  Hayes  Walk 
Wideopen 

Wideopen 

2353 

General  Nurse 

Miss  D.S.  Curran 

1 , Church  Lane  , 
Gosforth 

Gosforth 

51836 

General  Nurse 

Mrs,  E.  Main 

66,  Hyde  Terrace 
Gosforth 

Go  sf o rth 
57467 

Male  Nurse 

Mr.  A.  Ward 

57  Halton  Drive 
Woodlands  Park  North 

Wideopen 

2484 

1$. 

2.  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Service.  Regular  sessions 
for  the  care  of  babies,  children  and  expectant  mouthers  are  held 
at  the  Clinic  at  Church  Road,  which  was  structurally  extended  in 
January  1961.  Sessions  are  also  held  for  relaxing  classes, 
speech  therapy,  orthopaedic  consultations,  the  treatment  of  eye 
defects  and  skin  diseases  and  for  other  special  groups  such  as 
vaccination  and  immunisation  sessions.  There  is  also  a very  well 
equipped  dental  department. 

In  September,  1963,  sessions  were  commenced  at  the  Church 
Hall  of  the  Regent  Farm  Estate  for  the  benefit  of  mothers  and 
children  living  thereby. 

3.  Ambulance  Service.  The  depot  at  Wideopen  is  the  central 
depot  for  the  County.  It  serves  the  Urban  District  and  is 
situate  three  miles  to  the  north.  In  1963  4he  County  Council 
agreed  to  the  appointment  of  additional  driver  attendants 
throughout  the  County  to  improve  ambulance  cover  for  emergency 
and  stretcher  cases.  Three  additional  driver  attendants  were 
appointed  to  the  Wideopen  station  making  a total  of  twenty-three 
attendants  working  under  a Station  Officer. 

The  old  system  of  radio  control  was  replaced  in  July  by  a 
new  one  based  at  the  Central  Control  at  Wideopen.  The  control 
assistants  work  on  a 24  hour  basis. 

The  maintenance  and  repair  service  for  the  ambulances  which 
was  commenced  in  1961,  having  proved  successful,  was  further 
extended  by  the  employment  of  one  additional  skilled  motor 
mechanic  and  one  semi-skilled  worker  following  the  decision  that 
the  maintenance  and  servicing  scheme  should  be  extended  to  cover 
the  whole  of  the  ambulance  fleet  of  the  County. 

Approval  v/as  given  for  the  erection  of  a new  rest  room, 
store,  etc.,  at  this  depot. 

Ambulances  of  the  Wideopen  Depot  which  covers  the  Urban 
Districts  of  G-osforth,  Longbenton  and  adjacent  parts  of  Castle 
Ward  made  7,600  (7,427)  journeys,  carried  30,107  (25,565) 
patients,  including  496  (429)  accident  and  emergency  cases  and 
3,688  (3,575)  stretcher  cases  and  did  a total  mileage  of 
199,719  (183,  073)  miles.  The  figures  in  brackets  relate  to 
1962. 


4*  Immunisation  and  Vaccination.  The  triple  antigen  of 
Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough  and  Tetanus  is  universally  used  at  the 
clinics  and  by  the  general  practitioners  of  the  district.  The 
use  of  this  antigen  has  done  much  to  simplify  immunisation 
procedure . 
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During  the  year  325  (324)  children  including  321  of  0-4 
years  and  3 of  5-14  years  received  a primary  course  of 
immunisation  by  means  of  the  triple  antigen.  In  the  previous 
year  324  children  including  321  of  0-4  years  and  3 of  5-14 
years  had  a primary  course. 

Reinforcing  injections  were  given  at  the  Clinic  and  by  the 
general  practitioners  and  at  the  schools.  In  1962  a total  of 
4^9  injections  were  given  comprising  234  of  the  triple  antigen, 

229  of  Diphtheria/Tetanus,  two  of  combined  Diphtheria/Whooping 
Cough  and  four  Diphtheria.  Refresher  doses  given  in  1962 
were  323. 

Tetanus.  It  was  realised  that  some  of  the  older  children 
of  botween  £-10  years  had  not  been  given  the  opportunity  of 
receiving  protection  against  tetanus  in  their  earlier  years  so 
an  effort  was  made  towards  the  end  of  the  year  tc  offer  this 
vaccination  to  children  of  these  ages  at  school,  usually  in 
conjunction  with  their  diphtheria  boosters,  but  in  some  cases 
as  a primary  course.  Forty-nine  children  received  a primary 
course  of  immunisation  against  tetanus  and  forty-nine  a refresher 
dose  of  diphtheria/tetanus. 

Vaccination  against  Smallpox.  Vaccinations  against  smallpox 
fell  to  a more  usual  level  this  year  after  the  unprecedented 
increase  of  1962.  There  were  68  primary  vaccinations  and  86 
re-vaccinations.  In  1962  the  figures  were  1,112  primary 
vaccinations  and  1,580  re-vaccinations,  the  majority  of  these 
being  adults.  In  1963  there  were  11  primary  vaccinations  of 
persons  of  15  years  and  over  and  75  re-vaccinations. 

Poliomyelitis  vaccinations.  Vaccinations  against  this 
disease  continued  smoothly  throughout  the  year  and  consisted  of 
the  use  of  oral  vaccine  which  was  made  available  to  the  public  in 
March  1962.  By  the  end  of  the  year  in  the  South  Area,  which 
comprises  the  Urban  Districts  of  Newburn,  G-osforth  and  Prudhoe 
and  the  Rural  District  of  Castle  Ward,  4,140  children  and  persons 
(2253)  had  a course  of  three  doses  of  the  oral  vaccine  and  6,131 
(4,508)  had  reinforcing  doses  after  previous  primary  courses  of 
injections.  24,187  (24,174)  children  born  between  1943  and  1963 
and  6,500  (6,501)  in  other  groups  had  a course  of  two  injections 
of  Salk  vaccine.  The  number  of  persons  given  a third  injection 
of  Salk  vaccine  was  28,350  (25,323)  and  the  number  given  the 
fourth  was  7,972  (7,950). 

5.  Home  Hein  Service.  The  number  of  persons  who  received 
the  services  of  a home  help  for  varying  periods  increased  by  14 
this  year  to  a total  of  288  from  274  in  1962.  There  were  32 
confinements  (29),  12  (ll)  cases  of  acute  illness,  233  (224)  aged 
and  infirm  persons,  6(6)  blind  and  5 (4)  cases  of  tuberculosis. 
There  was  an  increase  of  9 in  the  number  of  aged  persons  served 
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and  of  3 in  the  number  of  confinements.  This  service  is  an 
especially  valuable  one,  benefitting  both  old  persons  and  younger 
people,  enabling  the  former  to  stay  in  their  own  homes  as  long  as 
possible,  and  being  of  assistance  in  cases  confined  at  home  or  just 
returned  from  hospital. 

6.  Care  and  After-care.  The  G-osforth  and  Castle  Ward 
After-care  Sub  Committee  held  regular  meetings  at  two  monthly 
intervals.  Help  in  the  provision  of  extra  milk,  of  eggs  in  a few 
cases,  travelling  expenses  of  relatives  visiting  hospital,  additional 
heating,  clothing,  etc.,  was  given  in  suitable  cases. 

The  Committee  considers  the  provision  of  this  help  valuable 
not  only  for  patients  suffering  from  tuberculosis  but  for  those 
suffering  from  other  lung  and  cardiac  diseases,  and  is  particularly 
useful  in  providing  comforts  not  available  from  any  official  source. 

7.  Nursing  Care  Committee.  This  Committee  fulfils  a definite 
need  in  the  district  and  is  well  used  by  the  inhabitants.  The 
Committee  purchases  and  maintains  a stock  of  nursing  equipment  for 
loan  to  residents.  In  1963,  292  (27l)  persons  received  the  loan 

of  items  of  nursing  equipment  comprising  321  (A7l)  separate  articles. 
In  addition  there  were  29  (26)  invalid  chairs  out  on  loan.  A 
number  of  visits  were  paid  by  the  ladies  of  the  Committee  for  the 
renewal  of  applications. 


The  invalid  furniture  is  housed  in  a store,  the  building  of 
which  was  financed  by  the  Committee  some  years  ago.  It  is 
supervised  by  a part  time  storekeeper,  and  is  adequately  heated. 
More  specialised  items  of  equipment  such  as  those  for  paraplegics 
are  provided  by  the  South  Area  Sub  Committee  and  the  district 
nurses  hold  supplies  of  smaller  items. 


Development  of  Local  Authority  Health  and  Welfare  Services: 
with  Voluntary  Organisations.  Early  in  the  year, 
following  the  issue  of  Circulars  7/62  and  18/62  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health,  a co-ordinating  Committee  was  set  up  in  the  South  Area 
consisting  of  some  members  of  the  Health  and  Welfare  Committees 
of  the  County  Council,  members  or  representatives  of  the  four 
district  Councils  and  representatives  of t he  Voluntary  Organisations. 


Regular  two  monthly  meetings  were  subsequently  hold  during  the 
year  and  it  was  satisfactory  to  observe  the  progess  made  in  a 
relatively  short  time  and  the  enthusiasm  combined  with  efficiency 
with  which  the  organisations  settled  down  to  help. 


A schedule  of  ’Services  .Available  covering  Voluntary  and 
Statutory  Welfare  Services'  was  compiled  and  a copy  sent  to  doctors, 
nurses  and  hospitals.  This  was  much  appreciated. 
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STATISTICAL  SUMMARY  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 


Particulars  of  District. 


Area 

Registrar  General’ s estimated  population 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  rate 
book  at  31st  March,  1963 
Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate 
Rateable  value  at  31st  March,  1963 


1739  acre  s 
26,800 

8857 

£1560.31 

£964,897 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics . 


Males. 

females. 

Total. 

Live  births  (legitimate) 

226 

185 

411 

Live  births  (illegitimate) 

10 

14 

24 

Still  births 

5 

4 

9 

Deaths 

204 

173 

377 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  population 
Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  live 

and 

15.7 

still  births. 

20.2 

Death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 

10.6 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes. 

Nil. 

Death  rate  of  infants  under 


All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 
Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  live  births 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  live  births 


13.7 

13.7 


Deaths. 

Deaths  from  Malignant  Diseases  (all  ages)  67 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 
(all  ages) 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH, 


Males. 


All  causes 

204 

(42) 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

1 

(1) 

Tuberculosis,  other 

- 

Syphilitic  disease 

1 

Diphtheria 

- 

Whooping  Cough 

- 

Meningococcal  infection 

- 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

- 

Measles 

- 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

3 

(2) 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

12 

(3) 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

- 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

- 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

19 

(3) 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

- 

Diabetes 

- 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

31 

(7) 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

40 

(2) 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

2 

Other  heart  disease 

15 

(9) 

Other  circulatory  disease 

5 

Influenza 

1 

Pneumonia 

21 

(8) 

Bronchitis 

22 

(3) 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

3 

(2) 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

3 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

- 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

- 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

m 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

- 

Congenital  malformations 

- 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

12 

(1) 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

- 

All  other  accidents 

6 

(1) 

Suicide 

3 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

- 

Females 

173  (42) 


3 

1 

6 


26  (5) 

29  (4) 

5 

43  (18) 

7 

8 (6) 

3 

1 

1 

1 


7 (2) 

2 

5 (4) 

4 (1) 


21 


TABLE  OF  BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS  FOR  THE  PAST  20  YEARS 
(1944-1963)  compared  with  rates  for  England  and  Wales. 


General 

Death  Rate . 

Infant 

Rate 

Mortality 

Birth  Rate. 

Gosforth 

England  & 
Wale  s 

Gosforth  England 
& Wales. 

Gosforth 

England 
& Wales 

1944 

10.7 

11.6 

29.6 

46 

18.2 

18.1 

1945 

13.1 

11.4 

36.2 

46 

16.0 

16.5 

1946 

10.6 

11.5 

22.8 

43 

17.6 

19.6 

1947 

9.1 

12.0 

23.6 

41 

18.7 

21.0 

1948 

9.9 

10.8 

24.7 

34 

16.7 

18.3 

1949 

9.9 

11.7 

28.8 

32 

15.7 

16.7 

1950 

13.1 

11.6 

11.4 

29.8 

14.5 

15.8 

1951 

11.1 

12.5 

25.2 

29.6 

14v5 

15  v5 

1952 

9.2 

11.3 

24.9 

27.6 

14.6 

15.3 

1953 

14.1 

11.4 

16.1  ' 

26.8 

14.1 

15.5 

1954 

13.5 

11.3 

35.1 

25.5 

15.3 

15.2 

1955 

15.7 

11.7 

28.7 

24.9 

17.2 

15.3 

1956 

11.2 

11.7 

14.4 

23.8 

17.0 

15.7 

1957 

12.7 

11.5 

11.2 

23.0 

15.1 

16.1 

1958 

11.1 

11.7 

10.7 

22.5 

15.4 

16.4 

1959 

10.8 

11.6 

22.9 

22.0 

17.8 

16.5 

i960 

12.3 

11.9 

12.3 

21.7 

16.3 

17.1 

1961 

12.5 

12.0 

17.4 

21.4 

16. C 

17.4 

1962 

11.9 

11.9 

33.4 

20.7 

17.7 

18.0 

1963 

10.6 

12.2 

13.7 

20.9 

15.7 

18.2 

INFANT  MORTALITY . 


Prematurity  3 days 

Acute  congestion  of  lungs  1 month 

Carbon  monoxide  poisoning.  Found  in  smoke 

filled  room  6 weeks 

Acute  Bronchiolitis  2 months 

Broncho  Pneumonia  4 months 

Acute  BronchioHitis  8 months 
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PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 
AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


The  table  on  page  23  gives  the  number  and  age  groups  of  the 
cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  year. 

Cases  requiring  hospital  treatment  and  isolation  are  removed 
to  the  Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases,  Walkergate.  This 
hospital  is  controlled  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  LABORATORY  SERVICE. 


Appended  is  a summary,  of  Bacteriological  Reports  received 
from  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  Newcastle  General 
Hospital,  on  specimens  submitted  by  local  medical  practitioners 
and  by  the  Health  Department. 


Specimens  of  faeces  for 

Positive . 

Negative . 

Total 

pathogenic  organisms 

Throat  swabs  for  Coagulase 

21 

32 

53 

positive  staphylococci 
Throat  swabs  for  pathogenic 

1 

1 

organisms 

Specimen  of  urine  for 

*“ 

1 

1 

pathogenic  organisms 
Specimen  of  blood  for 

— 

2 

2 

agglutination 

- 

1 

1 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


FOOD  POISONING-  RETURN,  1963 


Food  Poisoning  Notifications  (corrected)  as  returned  to  the 
Registrar  General. 

1st  Quarter.  2nd  Quarter.  3rd  Quarter.  2+.th  Quarter, 


Nil  Nil  Nil 

Cases  otherwise  ascertained. 

Number  of  s.ymptomless  excreters. 

Number  of  fatal  cases 


Particulars  of  Food  Poisoning  Outbreaks . 
Food  Poisoning  Single  Cases 

Staphylococci  - including  toxin 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


Nil 


1 


(Clinical  symptoms  only- 
Stool  specimens  negative) 


Salmonella  Infections  not  food-borne 


S.  Tennessee 


1 


I.T.  Inward  Transfer 
R.R.  Returned  to  Register 
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TUBERCULOSIS 
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TUBERCULOSIS  REGISTER.  1963. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SENIOR  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR. 
FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  THE  31st  DECEMBER  1963. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  G-entlemen, 

Once  again  it  is  my  pleasure  and  privilege  to  submit  for  your 
consideration  my  report  on  the  work  of  the  Health  Department  in  the 
field  of  environmental  health. 

Inevitably  I have  to  report  a change  in  the  inspectorate  during 
the  year.  Mr.  Scott,  the  Additional  Public  Health  Inspector  left  the 
service  of  this  Council  on  the  31st  March  19&3,  to  take  up  an  appointment 
with  the  Borough  of  Henley-on-Thames'.  He  was  a first-class  officer,  and 
I wish  him  well  in  his  new  appointment,  in  which  he  takas  on  the  important 
duties  of  a sole  inspector. 

Mr.  Scott* s successor  was  Mr.  R.H.  Aldus  who  came  to  this  Authority 
from  the  Rural  District  of  North  Westmorland.  Mr.  Aldus  is  no  stranger 
to  the  North-east  however,  as  he  was  a pupil  Public  Health  Inspector  with 
the  County  Borough  of  South  Shields  for  approximately  5 years  until  he 
was  given  an  appointment  with  that  Council,  which  he  held  for  15  months. 

I extend  a sincere  welcome  to  Mr.  Aldus  and  trust  that  he  will  be  very 
happy  in  the  service  of  this  Council, 

Mr.  Aldus  commenced  his  duties  with  this  Council  on  the  1st  November, 
so  in  consequence,  for  the  greater  part  of  the  year  the  district  was  served 
only  by  your  Senior  Inspector.  Not  unnaturally  routine  work  suffered  to 
some  extent.  However,  I am  happy  to  state  that  my  rather  uneviable  task 
was  lightened  somewhat  by  the  very  commendable  efforts  of  the  clerical  staff, 
Mrs.  Raine  and  Miss  G-odley,  and  by  my  very  able  foreman,  Mr.  Bishton. 


7/ATER  SUPPLY 

The  vhole  of  the  district  has  a piped  water  supply  provided  by  the 
Newcastle  and  G-ateshead  Water  Company. 

I am  again  indebted  to  the  G-eneral  Manager  and  Engineer,  and  to  the 
Chief  Chemist  of  the  Company  for  supplying  me  with  the  following  information 
relating  to  the  bacteriological  examination  and  chemical  analyses  of  the 
water  supplied  to  the  urban  district. 
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Bacteriological  Examination, 

A total  of  1250  works  control  samples  were  examined  bacteriologically 
during  the  period.  Apart  from  one  which  was  "Satisfactory”  all  were  of 
"Excellent"  quality.  In  addition,  the  250  samples  of  water  taken  at 
Longbenton  Governor  House,  which  supplies  much  of  Gosforth  from  the 
Warkworth  Filters  of  the  Coquet  Water  Board,  all  fell  into  the  "Excellent" 
Category. 

Chemical  Analyses. 

The  Chemical  Characteristics  of  the  water  supply  to  Gosforth  did 
not  change  in  the  year  under  review. 


RESULTS  OF  CHEMICAL  ANALYSES  OF  WATER. 
SUPPLYING  THE  GOSFORTH  AREA, 


Max. 

Min. 

Mean. 

pH  Value 

7.3 

6.0 

6.9 

Free  CO2 

19 

7 

10 

Alkalinity  (as  CaC03) 

Hkrdness  (as  CaC03) 

122 

14 

72 

Total 

140 

64 

108 

Carbonate 

122 

14 

72 

Non-Carbonate 

54 

16 

36 

Calcium 

98 

36 

72 

Magnesium 

52 

14 

36 

Chlorides,  (as  Cl) 

20 

10 

14 

Sulphates  (as  SOA) 

52 

18 

36 

Silica  (as  Si02) 

5.2 

.06 

2.9 

Fluorides  (as  F) 

0.3 

0.1 

0.1 

Iron  (as  Fe) 

0.11 

0.01 

0.03 

Manganese  (as  Mn) 

(0.05 

(0.05 

(0.05 

Free  & Saline  Ammonia  (as  N) 

0.25 

0.01 

0.06 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  (as  N) 

0.29 

0.01 

0.07 

Nitrates  (as  N) 

Oxygen  absorbed  from 

0.6 

0.3 

0.5 

permanganate 

5.8 

0.6 

1.3 

Dissolved  Solids 

210 

145 

180 

Chemical  results  in  milligrams  per  litre 
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Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal, 


Refuse  Collection. 


During  the  year  as  in  previous  years,  a weekly  collection  of 
refuse  from  all  premises  in  the  district  was  maintained. 

It  is  a pleasure  to  record  that  complaints  alleging  delays  in 
the  collection  of  refuse  were  almost  non-existent.  Prior  to 
engaging  the  collecting  staff  on  overtime  following  public  holidays 
the  usual  crop  of  complaints  were  received.  Happily,  with  the 
application  of  this  simple  remedy  of  working  overtime  which  is  only 
equivalent  to  the  time  lost  by  public  Holidays,  the  "arrears"  were 
quickly  reduced,  resulting  in  the  minimum  of  inconvenience  to  the 
residents. 


The  recording  in  the  Minutes  of  the  Council  Meeting  held  in 
March  making  reference  to  the  efforts  of  the  staff  during  serious 
weather  conditions,  was  highly  appreciated  by  the  workmen. 


The  number  of  dwelling-houses  covered  by  the  paper-sack  system 
remained. at  just  over  four  hundred,  the  greater  number  of  these 
dwellings  being  contained  in  the  three-storey  flats  situated  on  the 
Regent  Farm  Estate.  Despite  the  rather  high  cost,  the  paper-sack 
system  of  refuse  storage  is  becoming  increasingly  popular.  Apart 
from  the  obvious  disadvantage,  i.e.,  cost,  the  system  possesses  many 
overriding  advantages,  hygienic  storage  and  collection  of  refuse, 
dustless  loading  and  elimination  of  noise.  Apropos  the  question  of 
noise,  all  galvanised  steel  dustbins  purchased  on  behalf  of  this  Council 
for  provision  in  our  Council  houses  and  for  sale  to  the  public  are  equipped 
with  rubber  lids. 


Refuse  Disposal. 

During  the  whole  of  the  I963/6A  year  the  Palmersville  Tip  situated 
in  the  Urban  District  of  Longbenton  was  the  main  disposal  point.  The 
average  distance  from  G-osforth  to  the  disposal  point  and  return,  is 
approximately  10  miles. 

The  number  of  loads  deposited  in  the  tip  from  Gosforth  alone  was 
3748,  a slight  increase  upon  the  previous  year.  Despite  this  increasq 
there  was  an  appreciable  decrease  in  the  estimated  corresponding  tonnage 
deposited  in  the  tip.  This  is  due  almost  entirely  to  the  changing 
character  of  the  refuse.  The  heavier,  denser  refuse  being  replaced  by 
refuse  of  a lighter  and  bulkier  nature. 
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The  expenditure  incurred  in  the  disposal  of  refuse  is  equally- 
borne  by  the  Longbenton  and  Gosforth  Councils. 

Once  again  it  is  my  pleasure  and  privilege  to  voice  on  your 
behalf  our  sincere  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the 
Longbenton  Council  for  continuing  to  provide  to  this  Council 
facilities  for  the  disposal  of  refuse.  In  this  particular  regard 
I would  also  like  to  mention  Mr.  Lockey,  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector 
to  the  Longbenton  Council. 

Salvage  Disposal. 

The  quantity  of  waste  paper  forwarded  to  the  Board  Mills  during 
the  financial  year  ended  the  31st  March  196A,  was  296  tons,  an  increase 
of  20  tons  over  the  previous  financial  year. 

The  figure  of  296  tons  per  annum  represents  0.92  tons  per  month 
per  1000  of  population  and  realised  an  income  of  £2A1A,  an  increase 
of  £153  over  the  previous  year.  • 

The  increase  in  the  quantity  of  waste  paper  forwarded  to  the 
Board  Mills  was  largely  due  to  the  lifting  of  the  restriction  on 
deliveries  by  the  Mills.  As  from  the  1st  April  1963,  the  amount 
of  23  tons  15  cwts.  of  waste  paper  per  month  applicable  to  this  Council, 
was  increased  to  27  tons  of  waste  paper. 

The  figure  of  0.92  tons  per  month  falls  just  short  of  the  minimum 
figure  which  I think  this  district  is  capable  of,  i.e.,  1.0  ton  per 
1000  population  per  month.  This  minimum  target  would  have  been 
achieved  if  the  tonnage  of  waste  paper  forwarded  to  the  Board  Mills  had 
been  increased  by  a mere  3A  tons.  As  I have  already  stated  earlier  in 
this  section  of  my  report  the  character  of  the  refuse  is  changing  and 
this  change  is  being  assisted  and  expedited  by  excess  amounts  of  waste 
paper  finding  its  way  into  the  dustbin.  Apart  from  being  economically 
unsound  this  practice  greatly  adds  to  the  ever  present  difficulties  of 
disposing  of  the  refuse  at  the  disposal  point. 

To  those  residents  of  Gosforth,  who , conscientiously,  week  by  week 
throughout  the  year  place  their  clean  waste  paper  by  the  side  of  the 
dustbin  ready  for  collection,  may  I say  on  your  behalf,  a simple,  but 
sincere  ’’Thank  You" . To  those  residents,  who  nonchalantly  place  all 
their  waste  paper  into  the  dustbin,  may  I say  ’’Please  facilitate  the 
removal  and  disposal  of  your  refuse  by  neatly  placing  all  your  clean 
waste  paper,  cardboard  etc.,  by  the  side  of  the  dustbin  so  that  it  may 
be  collected  as  salvage.’’ 
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The  tonnage  of  the  various  grades  of  waste  paper  forwarded  to 
the  Board  Mills  during  the  year,  and  the  income  received  from  the 
sale  thereof  is  as  follows: - 


Grade . 

T. 

C. 

Q. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

Mixed  Paper 

164. 

11. 

3. 

1279. 

6. 

4. 

Fibreboard 

35. 

0. 

0. 

335. 

1. 

5. 

Newsprint 

96. 

17. 

3. 

799. 

6. 

11. 

296. 

9. 

2. 

£ 2413. 

14. 

8. 

Costing  Returns  (1963-64). 

The  c»st  of  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse  appertaining  to 
this  district  and  relating  to  1000  of  population  and  per  1000  premises 
is  described  below  and  for  the  sake  of  comparison  I have  again  covered 
a period  of  four  years.  I have  also  included  similar  costs  relating 
to  districts  with  a population  range  of  under  30000  so  far  as  the  figures 
are  available . 


Per  1000  of  population 


1960/61 

1961/62 

1963/63 

1963/64 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Gosforth  U.D.C. 

622 

705 

733 

781 

Other  Authorities 

677 

754 

- 

- 

Per  1000  premises 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Gosforth  U.D.C. 

1792 

2000 

2089 

2117 

Other  Authorities 

2071 

2193 

- 

- 

The  considerable 

reduction  in 

the  estimated  tonnage 

of  refuse  dealt 

with  has  resulted  in  a sharp  increase  in  the  net  cost  per  ton  of  refuse, 
collected  and  disposed  of,  38/8d.  per  ton  as  against  28/5d.  for  19 62/63. 
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Unless  all  the  refuse  is  weighed  or  at  least  8Cft>  of  it,  net 
costs  per  ton  are  apt  to  he  misleading.  There  is  a tendency  to 
overestimate  tonnages  and  thus  obscure  the  true  unit  costs,  where 
refuse  is  not  actually  weighed.  In  my  opinion,  for  fair  comparison, 
costs  should  be  related  to  1000  population  and  1000  premises. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  for  the  year  19&1/62  (Figures 
beyond  this  year  are  not  available)  the  average  net  cost  per  ton, 
collection  and  disposal,  relating  to  Authorities  which  weighed  8C^ 
or  more  of  their  refuse  was  70/ld.  while  that  of  Authorities  which 
weighed  less  than  80^  was  45/0d.  per  ton. 

Staff. 


Sickness  among  the  manual  staff  showed  a fair  increase  upon  the 
previous  year.  The  amount  involved  being  £475  representing  some 
1795  man-hours,  as  against  £357#  representing  1343#  man-hours  for  the 
previous  year. 

It  was  with  regret  that  I recorded  the  death  of  Mr.  Mark  Hindhaugh. 
He  was  67  years  of  age  and  retired  on  superannuation  on  the  23rd  January 
1962  after  serving  this  Council  for  thirty  years  as  a refuse  collector. 

I would  like  once  again  t<>  pay  tribute  to  my  Foreman,  Mr.  Bishton, 
and  to  all  the  outside  staff,  for  their  stalwart  efforts  throughout  the 
year. 
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COST  STATEMENT 


Item 

Particulars 

1 i 

Collection 

2 

Disposal 

3 

Totals 

4 

Percentage  j 
of  total 
gross 

expenditure  | 
5 

REVENUE  ACCOUNT  (note  (a)  ) 

£ 

£ 

£ 

% 

1 

GROSS  EXPENDITURE: 

(i)  Labour  (note  b)  ) 

12239 

1393 

13632 

58.30 

(ii)  Transport  (note  (c)  ) 

5317 

2410 

7727 

33.04 

(iii)  Plant,  equipment,  land 

and  buildings  (note  (d)  ) 

170 

45 

215 

.92 

(iv)  Other  items  (note  (e)  ) 

250 

1559 

1809 

7.74 

(v)  Total  gross  expenditure 

17976 

5407 

23383 

100 

2 

GROSS  INCOME  (note  (f)  ) 

47 

2414 

2461 

- 

3 

NET  COST 

17929 

2993 

20922 

- 

4 

Capital  expenditure  met  from 

revenue  (included  above) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(note  (g)  ) 

UNIT  COSTS  (note  (h)  ) 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

5 

Gross  cost  per  ton,  labour  only 

22.  8. 

2.  7. 

25.  3. 

6 

Gross  cost  per  ton,  transport 

only. 

9.  10. 

4.  5. 

14.  3. 

7 

Net  cost  (all  expenditure) 

per  ton 

33.  2. 

5.  6. 

• 

CO 

00 

£ 

£ 

£ 

8 

Net  oost  per  1,000  population 

669 

112 

781  i 

ML 

Net  cost  per  1,000  premises 

1814 

303 

2117 

J 
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OPERATIONAL  STATISTICS 


10, 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 
17. 


18. 


19. 


20. 


21. 


22. 


23. 


Area  (statute  acres)  - land  and  inland  water 1739 -acres 

Population  at  30th  June  19&3  (Registrar-General's  Estimate) .... c .26800 .persons 

Total  refuse  collected.. 10809. tons 

’That  percentage  of  total  refuse  collected  (tons)  is 

weighed 

Y/eight  (cwts.)  per  1,000  population  per  day  (3^5  days  to  year) 

Number  of  premises  from  which  refuse  is  collected 9880  .premises 

Premises  from  which  collections  are  made  at  least  once  weekly 1Q0.%  of  total 

Average  haul,  single  journey,  to  final  disposal  point 

(including  miles  by  secondary  transport) 5.no-les 

Kerbside  collection  expressed  as  estimated  percentage  of 

total  collection IJ44 .% 

Total  refuse  disposed  of  (of  which  Nil  tons  were 

disposed  of  for  other  local  authorities) 4Q8Q9.tons 

Methods  of  disposal  (Salvage  excluded): 

(a)  Crude  tipping % 

( b ) CO  nt  rolle  d tip  pmgo  o o o o « . « o . . . o tt  o o o « o o o . o o o « « o « o o . o « . o • o o o . . o o 1QQ  o /C 

( c)  Separation/ controlled  tipping .......% 

( d)  Direct  incineration.  ..e.eo.ooooooooo.ooeo.eoooeeo.oo.oooooo.oooo.  o/O 

( e)  Separation  and  incineration. .....................................  <>c/o 

(f)  Other  methods  ( state  nature) 

100  % 


Salvage.  Analysis  of  income 

and  tonnage: 

Income 

(included  in 

Item  2) 

Tonnage 
Collected 
(included  in 
Item  12) 

£ 

Tons 

(a)  Raw  Kitchen  Waste 

(b)  Scrap  Metal 

(c)  Y/aste  Paper 

(d)  Other  Salvage 

2U4 

296 

(e)  Totals 

£ 2414 

296 

Trade  Refuse: 

(a)  Income 

£ Nil 

(b)  Tonnage 

.Nil Tons 

Remarks 
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NOTES 

(a)  Comprising  the  expenditure  directly  attributable  to  the  service, 
including  sums  paid  to  other  local  authorities.  Excluding  all 
expenditure  and  income  arising  from  the  operation  of  kitchen  waste 
processing  plant  but  including  expenditure  on  normal  collection  of 
raw  kitchen  waste  and  (against  Items  2 and  21(a))  an  appropriate 
amount  of  income  corresponding  to  its  sale. 

(b)  "Labour"  means  all  employees  other  than  clerical  staff,  drivers  and 
mechanics.  Expenditure  includes  holiday  and  sick  pay,  bonus  payments, 
all  superannuation  charges,  employer's  contributions  to  national 
insurance  and  the  cost  of  protective  clothing  and  uniforms. 

( c)  Transport  means  all  types  of  vehicles  and  expenditure  includes  running 
and  maintenance  costs,  wages  of  drivers  and  mechanics  and  other 
revenue  expenses  (including  loan  charges). 

(d)  Including  running  costs,  maintenance  expenses,  loan  charges  and  all 
sums  charged  to  revenue  account  in  respect  of  the  provision  or  renewal 
of  buildings,  plant,  dustbins,  etc.  Costs  of  war  damage  repairs 
should  be  excluded. 

(e)  Including  salaries  and  wages  not  already  mentioned,  payments  to  other 
local  authorities  for  collection  and/or  disposal  of  refuse  and  payments 
to  contractors.  Excluding  all  administration  and  office  expenses. 

No  part  of  the  Chief  Officer*  s salary  should  be  included. 

(f)  To  ensure  statistical  uniformity  all  salvage  income  (except  raw  kitchen 
waste)  should  be  credited  to  disposal.  Trade  refuse  collection  income 
should  be  credited  tv/o-thirds  to  collection  and  one-third  to  disposal. 
Income  from  raw  kitchen  waste  should  be  credited  to  the  account  which 
bears  the  cost  of  its  collection. 

(g)  Item  2f  excludes  and  Item  1 includes  loan  charges  and  contributions  to 
depreciation  funds. 

(h)  Cost  of  transfer  loading  stations  should  be  shown  under  "disposal". 
Gross  unit  costs  of  collection  and  disposal  should  be  based  on  the 
tonnages  shown  at  Items  12  and  19  respectively  but  the  net  cost  of 
disposal  should  be  based  on  the  tonnage  of  the  council's  own  refuse, 
i.e.  excluding  refuse  received  from  other  local  authorities. 

(j)  Weight  of  street  refuse  and  gully  contants  should  be  excluded. 
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Housing. 

Following  the  submission  of  further  reports  to  the  Council, 
West  Street  (part  of)  Coxlodge  was  officially  declared  to  be  a 
Clearance  Area  in  accordance  with  Section  1+2  of  the  Housing  Act 

1957. 


Consideration  was  given  to  reports  submitted  on  the  condition 
of  dwelling-houses  in  Irton  Street,  but  at  the  end  of  the  year,  the 
matter  remained  unresolved* 


Of  the  one  hundred  and  seventeen  dwelling-houses  originally 
submitted  to  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  G-overnment  in  1955, 
being  dwellings  classified  as  likely  to  be  included  in  a slum 
clearance  programme,  thirty-nine  dwellings  remained  to  be  dealt  with. 
These  are  as  follows: - 

John  Street  South  11  Bowes  Street  14 

Streatlem  Terrace  14 

These  houses  raise  a particular  problem  inasmuch  as,  more  than 
half  of  them  are  owner-occupied,  and  although  the  houses  are  fairly 
old,  they  have  been  reasonably  well  maintained. 


The  position  is  further  aggravated,  not  only  with  regard  to  these 
houses  but  also  in  connection  with  the  establishment  of  further  slum 
clearance  programmes,  by  the  existing  standard  of  fitness  of  a dwelling 
house,  which  is  contained  in  Section  4 of  the  Housing  Act  1957. 

It  is  laid  down  in  this  section  of  the  Act  that  in  determining 
whether  a house  is  unfit  for  human  habitation  regard  shall  be  had  to  its 
condition  in  respect  of  the  following  matters: - 


repair 

(f) 

water  supply 

stability 

(g) 

drainage  and  sanitary 

freedom  from  damp 

conveniences 

natural  lighting 

00 

facilities  for  storage, 

ventilation 

preparation  and  cooking 
of  food,  and  for  the 
disposal  of  waste  water 

The  house  is  only  to  be  deemed  unfit  if,  and  only  if,  it  is  so  far 
defective  in  one  or  more  of  the  said  matters  that  it  is  not  reasonably 
suitable  for  occupation  in  that  condition. 

It  seems  to  be  generally  accepted  that  the  standard  laid  down  is  a 
low  one. 
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As  far  as  is  known  there  is  no  case  law  on  this  particular 
section  of  the  Act,  but  from  the  term  "not  reasonably  suitable  for 
occupation”  used  in  the  section  it  would  seem  that  for  a house  to 
be  fit  for  human  habitation  it  must  be  capable  of  being  dwelt  in 
with  safety  i.e.,  without  danger  to  life  and  limb  and  health,  and 
with  reasonable  comfort  by  the  ordinary  reasonable  person. 


To  some  extent  at  least  this  problem  could  be  resolved  by  a 
greater  implementation  of  Improvement  Grant  Schemes.  As  an  example, 
properties  in  the  follov.ing  streets  could  possibly  lend  themselves 
to  such  a scheme; - 


Ashburton  Road 
Ashfield  Road 
Audley  Road 
Balmoral  Terrace 
Beaumont  Terrace 
Broomfield  Road 
Delaval  Terrace 
Douglas  Avenue 
Els don  Road 


Field  Street 
Gordon  Avenue 
Gosforth  Terrace 
Hawthorn  Road 
Hedley  Street 
Hutton  Street 
Hyde  Terrace 
Ivy  Road 
Mayfield  Road 


Oakfield  Terrace 
Otterbum  Avenue 
Percy  Terrace 
Regent  Road 
Salters  Road 
Sandringham  Road 
William  Street 
Windsor  Terrace 
7/olsingham  Road 
Woodbine  Road 


It  seems  there  is  a need  for  even  greater  publicity  in  this 
connection  to  encourage  and  interest  owners  to  take  advantage  of 
Improvement  Grants. 

The  Engineer  and  Surveyor  informs  me  that  during  the  year  the 
number  of  separate  houses  for  which  grants  have  been  made  was  twenty 
three.  The  total  to  date  being  sixty-one. 

Standard  Grants  During  the  Total  to 

Year.  Date. 

1.  Number  of  separate  houses  for 

which  grants  have  been  made.  23  6l 

2.  Number  of  houses  so  provided  with 


(a)  Bath  or  shower 

15 

36 

(b)  Wash-hand  basin 

15 

39 

(c)  Hot  water  supply 

11 

40 

(d)  Water  closet 

22 

54 

(e)  Food  store 

15 

42 
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The  Rent  Act  1957- 

The  general  reluctance  on  the  part  of  residents  to  utilise  the 
provisions  of  the  Rent  Act  was  again  in  evidence,  as  there  were  no 
applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair. 

Housing;  Statistics. 

New  Houses  completed  during;  the  year. 

(a)  By  local  authority 
(h)  By  private  persons 

Closing;  and  Demolition. 

(a)  Houses  demolished  in  Clearance  Areas 

00  Houses  closed  hut  not  demolished 

(c)  Other  houses  permanently  discontinued 
as  dwellings  and  not  included  above. 

Unfit  houses  made  fit. 

(a)  After  informal  action  by  local 
authority 

(b)  After  formal  action  by  local  authority 


Clean  Air  Act  1956. 

Smoke  Control  Areas. 

During  the  year  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government 
informed  Local  Authorities  that  owing  to  rapid  technological  changes 
now  taking  place  in  the  gas  industry  it  was  clear  that  a major  increase 
in  the  production  of  gas  coke  could  no  longer  be  expected. 

Since  this  statement  was  made  the  Minister  of  Power  has  completed  a 
comprehensive  reassessment  of  the  probable  availability  of  the  different 
smokeless  fuels  in  Great  Britain  and  of  the  probable  demand. 


94 

4 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


6 

33 
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Circular  No,  69/63  states  that  it  remains  the  Government’s 
intention  to  encourage  and  facilitate  vigorous  action  against  urban 
smoke  pollution.  It  gives  local  authorities  immediate  knowledge  about 
the  general  pattern  of  the  revised  arrangements  which  are  now  considered 
necessary.  I have  attempted  to  lay  these  facts  before  you,  by  means  of 
the  following  information,  which  is  a precis  of  the  information  contained 
in  the  circular. 

So  far,  gas  coke  has  been  the  fuel  mainly  used  to  replace  raw  coal 
in  smoke  control  areas,  though  there  has  been  evidence  of  an  increasing 
tendency  for  householders  to  change  to  gas,  oil,  or  electricity. 

As  stated  above,  owing  to  the  changes  now  taking  place  in  the  gas 
industry  there  will  be  little  further  increase  in  the  production  of  gas 
coke. 


There  appears  to  be  however,  abundant  supplies  of  hard  coke  and  of 
other  solid  fuels  suitable  for  use  in  closed  appliances.  Most  hard 
cokes  can  also  be  used  in  under-floor  draught  open  fires. 

It  would  appear  then  that  future  smoke  control  areas  will  have  to 
be  planned  on  a different  basis.  Due  to  the  lack  of  open  fire  gas  coke 
it  will  be  necessary  to  ensure  that  only  appliances  capable  of  using 
other  available  smokeless  solid  fuels  or  gas,  electricity  or  oil  are 
installed. 

Where  electricity  is  chosen,  householders  should  be  encouraged  to 
instal  thermal  storage  space-heaters  which  take  power  on  specially  low 
off-peak  tariffs.  It  is  suggested  that  for  the  present,  householders 
should  be  discouraged  from  installing  with  the  aid  of  Clean  Air  Act 
grant  all  forms  of  electric  space-heaters  other  than  storage-heaters. 

In  the  light  of  the  Minister  of  Powers'  review  the  Minister  of 
Housing  and  Local  Government  considers  that  the  installation  of  openable 
stoves,  under-floor  draught  open  fires  or  fixed  gas,  electric  storage  or 
oil  heaters  should  now  be  regarded  as  "reasonably  necessary"  works  and 
that  the  full  expenditure  on  such  installations  should  rank  for  a grant. 

The  increased  use  of  stoves  is  to  be  encouraged  if  available  supplies 
of  solid  smokeless  fuels  are  to  be  used  to  the  best  advantage. 

It  is  suggested  that  the  cost  of  new  appliances  should  be  deemed  to 
be  reasonable  if  they  correspond  broadly  with  the  cost  of  appliances  of 
the  same  type  installed  in  dwellings  provided  by  the  Local  Authority. 

The  installation  of  appliances  with  elaborate  extra  fittings  or  superior 
finish  is  deemed  not  "reasonably  necessary". 


Certain  changes  made  desirable  by  the  new  situation  will  require 
legislation.  Under  the  Clean  Air  Act  a "new  dwelling",  defined  as  a 
dwelling,  the  erection  of  which  was  begun  after  the  5th  July  1956,  was 
ineligible  for  grant*  It  is  proposed  to  seek  powers  to  remove  this 
restriction,  so  that  a new  dwelling  will  be  defined  as  a dwelling  the 
erection  of  which  was  begun  on  or  after  the  date  of  the  enactment  of 
the  new  Housing  Bill. 

During  1962  I submitted  to  the  Health  Committee  a report  on  the 
possibility  of  establishing  smoke  control  areas  on  the  west  side  of 
the  Great  North  Road.  The  number  of  dwelling-houses  contained  in 
these  areas  is  approximately  nineteen  hundred,  a substantial  proportion 
of  which  were  built  after  the  5th  July  1956. 

The  changed  fuel  position  will  certainly  create  fresh  problems 
for  Local  Authorities  in  the  establishment  of  smoke  control  areas,  not 
the  least  of  which  will  be  the  financial  aspect. 

There  will  however,  be  available  to  householders  a wide  choice  of 
appliances  and  fuels,  and  so  far  as  gas,  electricity  and  oil  are  concerned 
we  are  informed  that  recent  price  trends  and  the  development  of  new 
appliances  have  resulted  in  these  forms  of  heating  becoming  competitive 
in  running  costs  with  the  solid  open-fire  fuels. 

Only  two  complaints  of  atmospheric  pollution  were  received  during 
the  year.  One  of  the  complaints  which  was  rather  minor  in  character 
was  speedily  and  effectively  dealt  with.  Investigation  into  the  other 
complaint  which  concerned  an  oil  burning  installation  was  still  in  progress 
at  the  end  of  the  year. 


Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act  1965, 

The  above  Act  was  passed  in  July  1963  and  comes  into  force  on  the 
1st  January  19 64. 

The  Act  prohibits  the  keeping  of  a boarding  establishment  for  animals 
except  under  the  authority  of  a licence,  which  may  be  granted  by  a local 
authority. 

There  are  no  known  premises  operating  within  the  district  as  boarding 
establishments,  within  the  meaning  of  the  Animal  Boarding  Establishments 
Act  1963. 


Pet  Animals  Act  1951, 

One  premises  was  licenced  under  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  and  was 
in  respect  of  the  keeping  of  goldfish  and  catfish  on  the  premises. 


Noise  Abatement  Act  I960* 


I am  pleased  to  record  that  during  the  year  there  were  no  new 
noise  complaints,  and  that  an  alleged  "noise  nuisance"  of  some  fairly 
]ong  standing  was  finally  eliminated. 

The  Council  will  recall  that  complaints  were  received  sometime 
ago  from  certain  residents  in  West  Court  Flats  alls  ging  a "noise 
nuisance"  created  on  the  premises  occupied  by  the  British  Legion  Club. 

The  noise  resulted  from  the  operation  of  a generator  incorporated  in 
the  beer  cellar  cooling  system.  The  "nuisance"  was  intensified  by 
reason  of  the  fact  that  the  generator  was  situated  in  an  external 
position  on  the  flat  roof  of  the  beer  cellar,  which  was  in  close  proximity 
to  the  flats. 

Notwithstanding  that  the  Cluh,  in  an  endeavour  to  abate  the  "nuisance" 
installed  an  electric  operated  time-switch  to  ensure  the  "shut-down"  of  the 
generator  at  11.0  p.m.,  complaints  continued  to  be  received  in  the  depart- 
ment. 


Further  approaches  were  made  to  the  Club,  the  outcome  of  which  resulted 
in  the  generator  being  transferred  from  its  external  position  to  the  beer 
cellar  itself.  Result,  no  further  complaints. 


Drainage  Systems  and  Drain  Testing. 


Duties  relating  to  the  supervision  of  the  lay-out  of  new  drainage 
systems  and  those  in  connection  with  the  repair  and  reconstruction  of 
existing  systems  were  quite  considerable.  Nearly  seven  hundred  visits 
were  made,  and  two  hundred  and  seven  water  tests  carried  out,  plus  the 
application  of  fifty-five  smoke  tests.  The  length  in  yards  of  new 
drainage  tested  amounted  to  just  over  2700  yards. 

The  bulk  of  this  work  was  again  confined  to  the  construction  of 
new  dwelling-houses  principally  those  under  construction  at  Fawdon 
Farm  Estate. 


Rodent  Infestation. 

The  number  of  complaints  received  in  connection  with  rat  and  mice 
infestation  again  showed  a sLight  increase,  one  hundred  and  eighteen  as 
against  one  hundred  for  the  previous  year. 

The  premises  involved  being  one-hundred  and  ninety  dwelling-houses 
and  five  business  premises,  incurring  a total  of  nine  hundred  and  twenty 
two  visits. 
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Primary  inspections  revealed  that  ninety-nine  of  the  dwelling- 
houses  and  four  business  premises  were  found  to  be  infested  with 
ratsj  sixty-two  dwelling-houses  and  one  business  premises  were  found 
to  be  infested  with  mice.  There  was  no  evidence  of  any  infestations 
in  the  remaining  twenty-nine  dwelling-houses • 

The  infestations  were  sporadic,  being  fairly  well  scattered  through- 
out the  district  and  in  no  instance  was  any  major  infestation  encountered. 

The  rodenticide  Warfarin,  with  a bait  base  of  oatmeal  was  again 
used,  and  as  in  previous  years,  proving  very  successful. 

The  majority  of  food  traders  in  the  district  have  their  premises 
regularly  serviced,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  adoption  of 
this  wise  and  necessary  precaution  on  their  part  is  responsible  for  the 
absence  of  any  major  infestations  occurring  in  food  premises. 

Disinfestation, 


There  was  a slight  decrease  in  the  number  of  complaints  received 
in  the  department,  thirty  as  against  thirty-three  the  previous  year, 

I think  it  is  true  to  state  that  the  range  of  insects  dealt  with 
during  this  year  was  much  wider  than  in  previous  years.  The  following 
list  will  afford  sane  idea  of  the  variety  of  insects  dealt  with:- 

Bees  Moths  Silver  fish 

Cockroaches  Plaster  Beetles  Spiders 

Earwigs  Red  Spider  Wasps 

Woodworm 

The  cockroach  again  proved  the  most  troublesome,  and  I am  pleased 
to  state  that  there  were  no  complaints  of  bed-bugs. 

Complaints  have  also  been  received  in  connection  with  nuisances 
caused  by  the  presence  of  rabbits  and  pigeons  on  premises,  and  in 
connection  with  the  fouling  of  pavements,  etc,,  by  dogs.  The  latter 
complaints  give  rise  to  rather  vexed  and  complex  problems,  and  as  I 
have  mentioned  in  previous  reports,  could  well  be  resolved  by  the 
complainants  themselves  if  only  they  would  come  forward  and  give  practical 
evidence  in  support  of  their  complaints. 

No  effort  has  been  spared  in  bringing  to  the  notice  of  the  public 
the  existence  of  a byelaw  operating  in  the  district,  and  that  the  Council 
are  willing  to  support  any  residents  who  may  take  action  under  the  byelaw. 
In  nearly  every  instance  complainants  desire  to  remain  anonymous. 


Shops  Act  1950 


The  number  of  visits  made  during  the  year  to  the  various  shops 
in  the  district,  i.e.,  shops  other  than  food  shops  fell  considerably, 

351  visits  being  made  as  against  four  hundred  and  sixty-six  the  previous 
year.  This  reduction  in  the  number  of  visits  was  regrettable,  but, 
unavoidable,  being  entirely  due  to  lack  of  staff. 


No  formal  action  was  taken  under  the  Act  but  it  was  found  necessary 
to  serve  21  informal  notices,  most  of  which  were  in  connection  with  the 
health  and  comfort  of  shop-workers,  other  notices  concerned  gereral 
Closing  hour’s,  and  display  of  notices. 

The  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  19&3  was  passed  in 
July  1963  and  has  been  described  inter  alia,  as  an  Act  to  make  fresh 
provision  for  securing  the  health,  safety  and  welfare  of  persons  employed 
to  work  in  office  or  shop  premises. 


On  the  1st  May  19&4  registration  of  premises  will  be  required  and 
on  the  1st  August  19^4,  with  a few  exceptions,  notably  those  sections 
of  the  Act  relating  to  first-aid,  the  whole  of  the  Act  will  come  into 
operation.  Schedule  2 of  the  Act  repeals  Sections  37  to  39  of  the 
Shops  Act  1950,  which  specifically  dealt  with  the  health  and  welfare  of 
shop  workers. 


The  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  is  an  impressive  and 
progressive  piece  of  legislation,  and  without  doubt,  provided  that  the 
provisions  of  the  Act  are  efficiently  executed  can  become  an  effective 
implement  with  which  the  standards  of  health  and  welfare  of  workers  may 
be  improved. 
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Factories  Act  1961. 

PART  1. 


INSPECTIONS. 


Premises 

Number 

Number  of 

(i) 

on 

Register 

; (2) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 
Notices 
| (4) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

(i) 

Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3>  4>  and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authorities.. 

1 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

(ii) 

Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 

Authority 

64 

95 

4 

Nil 

(iii) 

Other  premises  in  which 

Section  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
out-workers ’ premises) . 

6 

18 

Nil 

Nil 

Total- 

71 

116 

4 

Nil 
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Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found. 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which  pro- 

j CD 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Referred 

to  H.M.  by  H.M. 

Inspector  Inspector 
(A)  1 (5) 

secutions 

were 

instituted 

(6) 

| Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Overorowding  (S.2) 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable 

temperature  (S.3) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

J Inadequate 

ventilation  (S.4) 

- 

- 

- 

Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors  (S.6) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

t - 

Sanitary  conveniences 

, . (S.7) 

(a;  Insufficient  .... 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

I defective  ....... 

j 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

4 

- 

1 

- 

(c)  Not  separate  for 
sexes 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Total  

4 

4 



Nil 



i 



Nil 

PART  Vlll 


( OUTWORK  ) 


Section  110 

Section  111 

Nature 

of 

Work 

No.  of  out- 
workers in 
August  list 
required  by 
Section  110 
(l)(c) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default  in 
sending 
lists  to 
the  Council 

No.  of 
prosec- 
utions for 
failure  to 
supply 
lists 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work 
in  unwhole 

some 

premises 

Notices 

served 

Prose- 

cu- 

tions 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

Wearing} 

apparel 

making 

etc. 

cleaning  ■ 

1 and 
washing 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

' 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Stuffed  toys 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Total 



Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Inspection  of  Food  and  Food  Premises 


Milk  Sampling. 


Of  forty-five  samples  of  Tuberculin  Tested  (Farm  Bottled)  Milks 
procured  and  submitted  to  the  Methylene  Blue  Keeping  Quality  Test, 
forty-four  samples  representing  97.8?&  of  the  number  submitted,  satisfied 
the  test.  With  such  an  extremely  satisfying  result,  the  best  recorded 
for  some  years,  there  is  little  adverse  criticism  I can  offer,  except 
to  say  that  I look  forward  next  year  to  a figure  of  100f> 

During  the  year  three  samples  of  Tuberculin  Tested  (Farm  Bottled) 
Milks  were  examined  for  the  presence  of  M.  Tuberculosis  and  found  to  be 
negative. 


Bacteriological  Examination  of  Milk. 


Methylene 

Blue  Test. 

Biological 

Test 

GRADE 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Total 

fa  Satisfactory 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Total 

f.  Satisfactory 

Tuberculin  Tested 
(Farm  Bottled) 

44 

1 

45 

97.8 

3 

- 

3 

100.0 
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Ice-cream  Sampling. 

During  the  year  twenty-two  samples  of  ice-cream  were  procured  and 
submitted  to  the  Methylene  Blue  Keeping  Quality  Test. 

The  test  depends  on  the  principle  that  the  methylene  blue  is  reduced 
as  a result  of  the  total  metabolic  activity  of  the  organisms  present,  so 
that  speed  of  the  reduction  gives  an  indication  of  the  bacterial  population. 

The  test  consists  of  pouring  2 ml.  of  ice-cream  into  a test  tube 
containing  a special  solution,  to  which  has  been  added  1 ml.  of  methylene 
blue.  The  tube  is  thoroughly  shaken  up  and  placed  in  a water  bath  at 
20°C  for  17  hours;  it  is  then  transferred  to  a water  bath  at  37° C for  up 
to  4 hours,  and  then  the  time  taken  to  reduce  the  methylene  blue  from  blue 
to  white  is  recorded.  If  a sample  is  decolourised  at  20°C  overnight  it  is 
recorded  as  0 hours  - Grade  4* 


In  my  annual  report  for  1962,  I referred  with  regret  to  the  fact  that 
nearly  30$  of  the  samples  procured  failed  to  reach  Provisional  Grade  1. 
During  the  year  under  review  this  figure  was  even  exceeded, nearly  32$  of 
the  samples  procured  failed  to  reach  Grade  1.  The  most  regrettable  feature 
of  these  results  is  the  fact  that  five  samples,  representing  nearly  23$ 
were  placed  in  Grade  4*  and  that  four  of  the  samples  so  placed  were  procured 
from  the  same  producer-retailer. 

Apropos  this  producer-retailer,  information  received  from  adjoining 
authorities,  particularly  from  the  authority  in  whose  area  the  ice-cream  is 
manufactured,  indicates  that  the  problem  is  not  confined  to  Gosforth. 

Details  of  this  information  which  relates  to  the  procuring  of  twenty-nine 
samples  of  ice-cream  during  a period  from  August  1962  until  early  November 
1963,  is  given  overleaf. 
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Name  of  Authority 

No.  of  Samples 

Procured. 

: 1 

Provisional  Grade. 

1 

o 

2 

3 

4 

It  Aft 

8 

5 

1 

i 

1 

*»B" 

14 

6 

1 

- 

7 

Gosforth  U.D.C. 

7 

1 

- 

- 

6 

Total 

29 

12 

2 

1 

14 

% of  Total 

41.4% 

6.9% 

3.4% 

48.3% 

*Note:-  Authority  in  whose  area,  the  ice-cream  was  manufactured. 


In  an  earnest  endeavour  to  find  a satisfactory  solution  to  this  problem, 
the  Health  Committee  resolved  to  approach  the  authority  in  whose  area  the 
ice-cream  was  manufactured  with  a view  to  consideration  being  given  as  to 
what  action  best  be  taken  to  deal  with  the  matter.  At  the  end  of  the  year 
the  matter  remained  undetermined. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955* 

Section  62  (Licensing  of  Slaughter-Houses) 

There  are  no  slaughter-houses  in  the  district.  The  slaughter-house 
which  was  situated  at  the  rear  of  160  High  Street,  ceased  to  function  as 
such  at  the  end  of  March  I960. 

Food  Premises. 


There  are  one  hundred  and  seventy  food  shops  in  the  district,  details 
of  which  are  shown  in  the  following  table:- 


Type  of  Premises 

No. 

Type  of  Premises 

No. 

Grocers 

25 

Retail  bakers 

15 

General  dealers 

21 

Premises  with  ‘Off-Licence 

f 11  ■ 

Meat  purveyors 

21 

Fishmongers  & Poulterers 

6 

Fruiterers 

14 

Bakehouses 

4 

Licensed  premises 

25 

Fried  Fish  & Chips 

5 1 

Confectioners 

19 

Cafes 

4 , 
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It  is  a matter  of  some  personal  regret  that  I have  to  record  that 
the  number  of  visits  made  to  the  various  food  premises  in  the  district 
fell  by  nearly  Four  hundred  and  sixty  visits  being  made  as  against 

seven  hundred  and  eighty-four  visits  the  previous  year. 

Needless  to  state  the  reduction  in  the  number  of  visits  resulted 
entirely  from  lack  of  staff,  and  not  from  any  reduced  efforts  on  my  part 
to  improve  even  further  the  existing  high  standards  of  hygiene  in  food 
shops. 

During  the  year  a food  trader  was  summonsed  on  each  of  two  charges 
for  failing  to  provide  an  adequate  supply  either  of  hot  and  cold  water 
or  of  hot  water  at  a suitably  controlled  temperature  as  required  by 
Article  28  (l)  of  the  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations  I960. 

Convictions  were  recorded  and  a fine  of  £10.  Os.  Od.  was  imposed 
in  respect  of  each  charge. 

In  was  found  necessary  during  the  year  to  serve  sixty-five  notices 
in  connection  with  matters  constituting  infringements  of  the  Food  Hygiene 
(General)  Regulations  I960. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955. 

Sectim  16  (Registration  of  food  premises). 

During  the  year  only  one  food  premises  was  registered  under  this 
section  of  the  Act,  the  registration  being  concerned  with  the  sale  only, 
of  ice-cream. 

Sixty-nine  premises  are  now  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream; 
two  premises  for  the  manufacture  of  ice-cream  and  twenty-eight  premises 
for  the  preparation  or  manufacture  of  sausages,  etc.,  etc.,  intended  for 
sale. 

The  type  and  number  of  food  premises  registered  as  aforesaid,  are 
shown  as  follows:- 


Type  of  Premises  No.  Regd. 



Type  of  Premises  No.  Regd. 

General  Dealers  20 
Meat  Purveyors  1 6 
Confectioners  14 
Grocers  19 
Fried  Fish  & Chips  5 

Bakehouses  4 

Retail  Bakers  7 

Fruiterers  4 

Fishmongers  2 

’Off-licence*  3 

Cafe  1 
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Pood  and  Drugs  Act  1955. 

Section  2»  (General  protection  for  purchasers  of  food  and  drugs). 
Section  8.  (Sale,  etc.,  of  food  unfit  for  human  consumption). 


luring  the  year  five  complaints,  each  concerning  the  alleged 
unfitness  of  food,  were  reported  to  the  Health  Committee.  The 
following  is  a summary  of  those  complaint s:- 


(a) 

Needle  in  a scone. 

No  action. 

(b) 

Mouldy  condition  of  sausage  rolls. 

No  action. 

(c) 

Sliced  peaches  covered  with 
atmospheric  dust. 

No  action. 

(a) 

Moth  in  a loaf  of  bread. 

Warning  issued 

(e) 

Mouldy  condition  of  cream 
filled  cake. 

Warning  issued 

Unsound  Food  (Voluntarily  Surrendered) » 

The  following  articles  of  food,  weighing  approximately  1770  pounds, 
were  examined  f ollowing  their  voluntary  surrender,  aid  condemned  as  unfit 
for  human  consumption.  This  food,  not  considered  suitable  for  processing 
was  destroyed  in  the  incinerator  in  the  council  yard0 

175  tins  of  meat.  4 tins  of  milk. 


49 

it 

" fruit. 

2 

M M creamed  rice. 

8 

it 

" tomatoes* 

396 

assorted  items  of 

7 

n 

" peas. 

frozen  food. 

5 

it 

n soup. 

11 

packets  of  salami  sausage. 

Adulteration 

of  Food. 

I am  again  indebted  to  Mr.  C.L.  Arlidge,  Chief  Inspector  of  Weights 
and  Measures,  Northumberland  County  Council  for  supplying  me  with  details 
of  samples  taken  by  his  sampling  officers  in  the  Urban  District  of  Gosforth 
during  the  year  under  review. 

Mr.  Arlidge  informs  me  that  one  hundred  and  fourteen  samples  were 
procured  which  included  twenty  samples  taken  at  school  canteens. 
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The  following  four 
Public  Analyst: - 

Article . 

Braised  Kidneys 


Sliced  Apple 

Orange  Marmalade  with 
Cointreau  Liqueur 


Chicken  Capri 


samples  were  adversely  reported  upon  by  the 


Analyst fs  Report, 

68^0  Kidney  and 

Gravy.  Deficient 
in  meat  content  by  9®  3% 


60ft>  Apple  and 
30^  Water. 


Contains  0.13%  Proof 
Spirit  equivalent  to 
0.29%  Cointreau 
Liqueur. 


Contains  2 £%  meat 
whereas  the  quantity 
recommended  by  the 
Food  Standards 
Committee  on  canned 
meats  is  35%  meat. 


Action  taken. 

Importers  agreed  to 
inform  Canners  of 
the  requirements  of 
the  Food  Standards 
Committee’s  recomm- 
endations for  canned 
meat.  Canadian 
Canners  were  recomm- 
ended to  change  the 
description  of  this 
commodity. 

This  article  was 
imported  by  a Scottish 
firm  and  the  importers 
were  therefore  outside 
the  scope  of  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act,  1955® 

The  Analyst  suggested 
that  this  article  be 
labelled  ’’Marmalade 
flavoured  with  Coin- 
treau Liqueur  and  the 
importers  agreed  to 
amend  the  description 
accordingly. 

The  canners  were  to 
give  consideration  to 
changing  their  label 
when  the  new 
Regulations  concerning 
the  meat  content  of 
canned  meats  were 
promulgated. 


5k. 


TABLE  1. 

(Complaints  received  and  dealt  with) 


Accumulations 

8 

Atmospheric  Pollution 

1 

Dampness  (Dwelling  House) 

14 

Defective  Drains 

12 

Defective  dustbins 

25 

Disrepair  (Dwelling  House) 

4 5 

Extraneous  matter  in  food 

5 

Foul  Smells 

22 

Overcrowding 

2 

Vermin  (insects) 

30 

Vermin  (Re  ts  and  Mice) 

118 

Miscellaneous 

23 

305 
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TABLE  11. 

(Summary  of  Visits) 


Accumulations 

7 

Dwelling  Houses 

926 

Cinemas  and  Dance  Halls 

1 

Ditches  and  Streams 

35 

Drainage  Systems 

Drain  Test:- 

421 

Smoke 

55 

Water 

207 

Factories  (Mechanical) 

(Non-mechanical) 

113 

3 

(Outworkers) 

13 

Food  Premises 

500 

Infectious  Diseases  Enquiries 

34 

Disinfections 

4 

Revisits 

47 

Milk  Samples  and  Enquirde  s 

41 

National  Assistance  Act 

Rodent  Infestations: - 

12 

Rats 

585 

Mice 

337 

Refuse  Collection  - Supervision 

493 

Shops  Act 

351 

Smoke  Observations 

3 

Verminous  Premises 

65 

Workplaces  and  Offices 

9 

Miscellaneous 

311 

Total 


4573 
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TABLE  111. 

(Sanitary  Improvements  Effected) 

Additional  Sullies  Provided  2 

Ceiling  Plaster  repaired  or  renewed  7 

Dangerous  walls  repaired  2 

Doors  repaired,  rehung  or  renewed  2 

Damp-proof  course  inserted  1 

Eaves-gutters  cleaned-out,  rep*d  or  ren*d  23 

External  Walls  pointed  2 

Fallspouts  repaired  or  renewed  7 

Firegrates  repaired  3 

Floors  repaired,  ventilated  etc.  2 

Roofs  repaired  22 

Sashcords  renewed  A 

Sink  Waste  pipes  re newed/rep aired  2 

Sink  draining  boards  renewed/repaired  1 

Skirting  boards  renewed/repaired  1 

Stairs  repaired/renewed  A 

Yfallplaster  repaired  or  renewed  1 

Walls  rendered  internally  5 

Water  supplies  renewed/repaired  7 

Windows  repaired;  made  to  open  3 

Yard  paving  repaired  1 

Choked  drains  cleansed  5 

Dustbins  provided  156 

W.C.  cisterns  repaired  or  renewed  1A 

W.C.  structures  repaired  or  renewed  A 

W.C.  basins  renewed  7 

Total  288 
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CONCLUSION. 


It  always  affords  me  the  greatest  of  pleasure  in  concluding  my 
report  to  express  my  sincere  appreciation  for  the  kind  support  I have 
received  throughout  the  year  from  the  Chairman  of  the  Council,  the 
Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee  and  from  all  other  members  of  the 
Council.  I am  deeply  grateful  for  the  sympathetic  and  courteous 
manner  in  which  my  reports  to  the  various  committees  have  been  received 
and  dealt  with. 


I would  also  like  to  thank  Dr.  Hopper  and  the  Clerk  to  the  Council 
for  their  advice  and  support,  and  to  express  my  appreciation  to  the 
other  Chief  Officials  for  the  co-operation  received  in  dealing  with  the 
many  and  varied  matters  occuring  during  the  year. 


I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  Obedient  Servant, 

GEORGE  STENGER, 


Senior  Public  Health  Inspector 


. 
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